St Augustine’s Community Together Resident’s Association (ACT)
Minutes of community meeting held on Wednesday 15 October 2008
in St Augustine’s Hall, Norwich, starting at 7.30 p.m.

1. The Rev Nicholas Vesey (ACT Vice-Chair) took the chair and welcomed everyone to the meeting, which marked the fifth anniversary of the public meeting that laid the foundations of our association. He then outlined the history, development and achievements of ACT, after which there was a presentation of a bouquet of flowers to Diana Lowe in recognition of the support she had given ACT since its inception both as a councillor and as a resident. Thanks were also offered to Ian Leather for his support over the years. Ian would be leaving his job at City Hall shortly.

The attendance register was circulated: there were 32 people in attendance, including members of ACT’s Executive Committee (Rev Nicholas Vesey, Sally-Ann Reynolds, Donna Williams and Stuart McLaren); guests Ian Leather (Norwich City Council - NCC); Cllrs Dylan, Holmes and Jago; Jo Coxford (Broadland Housing Association – BHA); and guest of honour Diana Lowe. Apologies were received from Dr Ann Hipper, Cherry and Andre Cappuccio, Paul Scruton and Cllr Maran McKay.

2. The minutes of the last ACT community meeting (24 July 2008) were read and approved.
3. Matters arising:

a. Stuart McLaren (ACT Secretary) gave a report on recent planning applications in the St Augustine’s area, including in Anglia Square, Oak Street and Sussex Street.
b. He also reported that he had written to the Boundary Commission for England, as directed by the last ACT public meeting, regarding local residents’ and traders’ concerns about the implications of the Commission’s recommendation that a unitary authority comprising Norfolk and Lowestoft replace the current local government set-up, in particular that such a body would be too remote from the grass roots  issues affecting communities.

c. There had been a meeting in St Augustine’s Hall run by the Anti-Social Behaviour unit of NCC. Some local parents and their children attended and recent examples of ASB in the neighbourhood, especially those experienced by residents of the sheltered housing in the Gildencroft had been discussed. There had also been a meeting of the West Central Norwich Safer Neighbourhood Action Panel (SNAP) in St Augustine’s Hall on 9 September, at which addressing anti-social behaviour in Gildencroft Park was made one of the SNAP’s three priorities for the next quarter.
d. There had been no response from the NCC’s Green Spaces team concerning funding of or scheduling for improvements.

e. St Augustine’s Medieval Fair had been held on 27 July. It had been a great success and raised over £600 for community funds. Coleman Opticians, Broadland Housing Association, Norwich City Council and Dr Ann Hipper as well as all the local people who had given up their time to help organise ad run the event were thanked for their generous support.

4. Broadland Housing Association (BHA) report: A letter of congratulations on ACT’s 5th anniversary was received from Russell Heath, BHA’s Resident Participation Officer. Jo Coxford spoke on fly tipping and refuse collection problems in The Lathes. Notices about the penalties for illegal fly tipping were to be placed near the bins. Members of the public at the meeting said that there were also problems of this type in Rose Yard, Hindes Yard and Nichols Yard off St Augustine’s Street. There was also a problem with the time taken for sharps (hypodermic needles) to be removed safely, and with business waste being put into residents’ recycling bins. The three city councillors for Mancroft present took note of these issues.

5. Councillors reports: Cllr Holmes reported that the Inspire Science Centre in Oak Street may be reprieved by funding from a charitable trust.
6. Date of next meeting – to be announced. The meeting then adjourned to continue celebrations with cake and a selection of wines, soft drinks, cheeses & biscuits on offer. A photographer from the Norwich Evening News took photographs of the ACT committee and cake!
